	UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL SCHOOL OF CHEMISTRY
RISK ASSESSMENT
This form must be completed by a competent assessor for any procedure/system of work before an attempt is made at carrying out the procedure/system of work. Please refer to the instructions for making a Risk Assessment in the School of Chemistry Safety Manual (http://www.chm.bris.ac.uk/safety/nfrass.htm).

	Name and Status of the Assessor: James Swarbrigg (PhD student)	Date: 16/04/2026

	Activity/procedure being assessed:

Chemical vapour deposition of diamond on 100 µm thick tungsten fibres, the use of associated apparatus and related processes.


	Known or expected hazards associated with the activity:

1. Electric shock
2. High electrical current
3. Compressed gases & gas cylinders (gas escape; mishandling of gas cylinders)
4. Explosive gases
5. Exposure to elevated temperatures
6. Explosion hazard (in case of vacuum failure while reactor is operating)
7. Implosion hazard from vacuum apparatus
8. Tungsten substrates and filaments
9. Operation of pneumatic lift
10. Unsupervised operation overnight

	The risk of injury and its severity likely to arise from these hazards:

1. The risk of injury from electric shock in normal operation is low since hazardous voltages are present only inside power supplies and controllers; equipment casing is sealed and should never be opened. However, the potential severity is high. 
2. The risk of injury from the high electrical current used to power the filament is low, as low voltages are used and interlocks are in place to ensure the filament power supply is disabled if the cabinet is open(ed). The potential severity is high, as the electrical current used (>200 A) can cause burns or heat metal to dangerous temperatures.
3. The risk of injury due to the escape of compressed gases is very low with properly fitted and serviced regulators, and with fittings properly made up and in good condition. The potential severity of this injury is low in the case of reasonably small releases of gas; however, releases of large volumes of methane or hydrogen could result in an explosion, with the potential to cause serious injury or death. All gas lines are maintained at the minimum practical pressure, so that the only possible source of a high-pressure gas escape is from a cylinder or regulator, and these are situated in a separate room inside ventilated cabinets away from working areas; the most likely scenario is therefore the least severe case. The potential severity of injury due to transporting the cylinders is significant (e.g. broken limbs) as gas cylinders are heavy, unstable objects, but the risk of this injury is low if reasonable care is taken and the recommended handling procedures are followed. The risk and potential severity of explosion by reactor overpressure are both very low as the reactor components are not designed to withstand a positive pressure and will therefore slowly leak. Any sudden increase in the chamber pressure (above atmospheric pressure) could cause the failure of the main viewport. Polycarbonate screens are fitted to prevent injury from broken glass; however, this is unlikely as the gas inlet flow is metered through low flow controllers. 
4. The risk of injury due to the escape of hydrogen (flammable; explosive) or methane (flammable) is low in the same sense that the risk of any gas escape is low, as stated above. The risk of a leak going unnoticed is very low, but unchecked small leaks could result in the formation of an explosive atmosphere, which is mitigated through the laboratory having constant air extraction. 
5. The filaments heat the chamber significantly through heat radiation and conduction via the hot process gases, but the risk of exposure to elevated temperatures is low, as cooling water is flowed through the chamber when the filaments are on – if the water fails, the interlocks disable the filament power supply and reaction heater. Given the large volume of water required, a chiller provides the water, which should be checked to be working before use. At the end of a run, care must be taken by users to allow the chamber sufficient time to cool.
6. The risk of explosion due to vacuum failure and consequent ingress of air into the reactor while operating (i.e. containing hydrogen at ~2000 K) is low in ordinary circumstances, but could be significant in case of unsafe working practices, operator negligence, or severe failure of vacuum components. An explosion of this sort could result in extremely serious bodily injury or death, since although the reactor is solidly constructed and incapable of sustaining significant overpressure, it is not intended to be explosion-proof, and the result of allowing an explosion to occur is not easily predictable.
7. The risk of injury from implosion is very limited since almost the entire apparatus is solidly constructed from stainless steel. Glass viewport is provided for observation, which may be able to be damaged through accident or negligence. However, the reactor volume is very small, so an initial leak will result in a significant reduction in differential pressure and the kinetic energy of any fragments that may be able to escape the reactor will be such as is unlikely to cause any significant injury.
8. The tungsten wire substrates are very thin and therefore should be handled with care when threading onto the wire carousel. There is a risk of piercing and cutting skin and eyes when threading wires, although this is low when correct PPE measures are taken. The tungsten filaments are often sharp after cutting, so care should be taken to avoid piercing the skin when handling them. Fitting the tungsten filaments requires a moderate downwards force to ensure the filament experiences no slack, presenting a risk of wires snapping unexpectedly, exposing the user to sharp edges or recoiling tungsten, which may pierce or cut the skin. The risk of injury from these is low so long as care is taken, and the severity is also low.
9. Fitting and removing filaments and wire carousels uses a pneumatic system to raise and lower the reactor lid. Failure of the pneumatic system presents a risk of serious injury to the hands and arms, including broken bones or in severe cases severing fingers on sharp edges of the lid. The lid can often become jammed or move slowly when raising and lowering, resulting in sudden upwards or downwards movements. The risk is low if the pneumatic lift is used safely and with patience, keeping hands and arms well clear of the lid. 
10. Carrying out overnight runs presents risks of potential unsupervised failure, resulting in damage to surrounding equipment, gas lines or electrical systems. The reactor is interlocked to detect significant chamber pressure changes, meaning the risk of explosion, and implosion from vacuum failure whilst unsupervised remains low. Risk of escape of hydrogen also remains low, however the risk of unnoticed leaks is increased overnight, where small leaks can lead to the formation of an explosive atmosphere. This remains mitigated through the laboratory having constant air extraction including overnight and over weekends. There is a slightly increased risk of elevated temperatures on longer overnight and over weekend runs. The chiller water level should be checked before runs. The risk of injury to persons from reactor failure is very low overnight, but preventive measures still need to be taken and correct notification to parties who may be working or entering the lab whilst in overnight operation or over weekends. Electrical fires pose a potentially severe risk during unsupervised operation, in particularly the electrical connections to the filaments from the filament power supply. The constant stream of hydrogen exiting the chamber via the exhaust during operation also carries a risk of explosion. The removal of hydrogen from the system and subsequently the laboratory relies on external extractor fans. In the case that an external extractor fan were to catch fire and cease to work, there is a serious risk of explosion of built up hydrogen in the exhaust, resulting in damage to the surrounding equipment, gas cylinders and possibly resulting in serious injuries to people working in around the laboratory.

	Who is at risk?

Research workers using the apparatus. There is a chance that other people nearby in the laboratory may be affected in the unlikely event of a major incident.


	Measures to be taken to reduce the level of risk:

1. All electrical items must be operated with no hazardous voltages accessible to users, and repair and maintenance of equipment must be performed by a competent person, and with electrical power completely disconnected wherever technically possible. Metal casings and other exposed parts of electrical apparatus must be bonded to earth ground to guard against possible dangerous faults. The front (clear) cabinet door should be put in place and interlock activated during runs to further prevent access to hazardous electrical components to users.
2. Interlocks are to be checked on a regular basis to ensure they function correctly, and care must be taken to ensure that no potential short circuit is introduced.
3. Standard safe working practice must be followed for the handling and use of gas cylinders. In particular, special care must be taken when moving or transporting them (especially those containing hydrogen), and only trained persons must attempt this procedure. Regulators must be checked for damage or improper operation each time a cylinder is replaced, since failure could lead to an overpressure condition in the downstream gas line. All fittings must be tested for leaks using bubble solution when first made up and whenever they are disconnected and reconnected. Users must be made aware of the hazard potentially arising from damaged or improperly handled compressed air lines, which are maintained at significantly higher pressure than other gas supplies. See also reference 3.
4. Cylinders of explosive gases must be kept inside securely closed, ventilated cylinder cabinets, preferably located in the cylinder store room. Lecture bottles, which hold small volumes of gas at low fill pressure and are brought to the experiment as required, must be firmly fixed in place and used with secure, leak-tested connections. Effluents pumped out of the reactor must be not be exhausted into the laboratory air, but rather directed via tubing into the air extraction system, which must be verified to operate at a sufficiently high inlet flow rate to rapidly dilute and remove hazardous gases.
5. Cooling water must be used and checked regularly, and the chiller properly maintained. Users must give sufficient time to allow apparatus to cool prior to handling. Should any skin burns occur, they should be treated with copious amounts of cold tap water. Do not attempt to remove anything sticking to the burn. Seek First Aid.
6. Extreme care must be taken not to disconnect any parts of the vacuum system while the reactor is in operation. All vacuum fittings must be securely made up, and of such a type as requires deliberate and concerted effort to disconnect. The quality of the vacuum seal must be checked each time the reactor is to be started, by ensuring that the achievable base pressure is sufficiently low as to exclude any hazardous air leak. Care must be taken not to damage or disrupt any connections e.g. by rough handling, and no activities that could entail any risk of compromising the integrity of the reactor (including through misadventure) are to be permitted while it is operating. The lower vacuum cabinet should always remain locked and interlocked during use to ensure no damage or interference can be sustained to the vacuum and exhaust components.
7. No further measures deemed necessary, as the risk is negligible.
8. No further measures deemed necessary. If a cut is sustained, it will be sufficient to wash with water and apply a sticking plaster.
9. Steel blocks or a steel bar should be put in place over the reactor chamber whilst the lid is lifted to remove or install filaments and wire carousels. This is a preventative measure to break the fall of the reactor lid in the case of a pneumatics failure before it may come in contact with arms, hands or fingers. If severe cuts, broken bones or severed fingers are sustained, Seek Immediate First Aid.
10. Ideally all interlocks should be checked before any overnight or multi-day runs, however, this is a relatively time-consuming task and may affect components such as filaments or wire carousels if interlocks are purposely tripped prior to a run. There is a provided interlock standard operating procedure to ensure interlocks are active and working before and after each run, following this, all interlock lights must be observed to remain green before the reactor is left to run unsupervised. The water-cooling interlock can and should be tested, ensuring the reactor heater is shut off when tripped. Water chiller levels should be topped up to the factory fill line with deionised water and left to run for 20 minutes to purge air from the system. The clear cabinet door must remain in place at all times preventing access to untrained users. Clear signage must be put in place both outside the lab and on the reactor to notify staff and students of the reactor in use, including contact details to members of staff trained on the reactor and security services. In the case of weekend operation, ideally the reactor should be monitored daily and shut down in the case of a filament failure. Mitigating the risk of electrical fires can be achieved by ensuring all wires are correctly insulated with no exposed ends or sections, and power supplies are regularly checked. Incidents resulting in an external extractor fan fire have arisen during shut-off and start up periods within the laboratory. It is recommended that reactor should only be switched on once it is confirmed the extraction system is in working order. All exhaust gas is diluted safely below flammable percentages during extraction (4-74% Hydrogen in air).


	Training prerequisites:

As required in the references. Training in the particular safety aspects of operating the apparatus is intrinsic in the training required in order to operate it in other respects, i.e. without damaging equipment and in order to obtain meaningful results. Untrained persons must not work on the experiment. Only persons who have been trained and authorised to use the equipment may do so.


	Level of risk remaining:

Slight, barring unforeseeable accidents or negligent behaviour.
The equipment should only be used by authorised persons.


	Action to be taken in an emergency:

IN CASE OF INJURY, perform First Aid if trained or contact a designated first aider. (A current list is provided at the Porter’s Lodge). If necessary, also contact security on extension 112233 (0117 331 1223) to call for an ambulance.

IN CASE OF FIRE, use a carbon dioxide fire extinguisher, two are located in the corridor near to the entrance to S111. A water fire extinguisher is also available in the corridor if required. If the fire is too large to deal with in this way, evacuate the affected area, raise the fire alarm, and contact security on extension 112233 (0117 331 1223) to call the fire brigade.

IN CASE OF GAS ESCAPE, evacuate the laboratory and any affected areas; if the gas is hazardous, inform anyone in the vicinity or raise the fire alarm as appropriate, evacuate the affected area, and contact security on extension 112233 (0117 331 1223) to call the fire brigade.



	References:

The following constitute an integral part of this risk assessment and must be reviewed along with the above.

Standard School of Chemistry risk assessments (see http://www.chm.bris.ac.uk/safety/compform.htm):
1. Use of standard electrical equipment
2. Transport and Use of Compressed Gas Cylinders
3. Use of Flammable, Explosive and Toxic Gases
4. Use of Reduced Pressure or Vacuum
5. Transport, Storage and Use of Solvents and other Flammable Liquids
6. Manual Handling
7. Visual Display Equipment
8. Department of Energy Hydrogen Safety


	Signature of Assessor:	Supervisor’s signature:





J. D. Swarbrigg	P.W. May



